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In India Pegasus draconis L. had been described just one
time by Day (1889) — it came from Port Blair of South
Andamans archipelago. Presently the authors report second
case of its catch on the reefs surrounding Kavaretti Island
(Laccadive Islands).

Day (1889) recorded Pegasus draconis Linnaeus from the Andamans: Johnstone
(1904) and Munro (1955) recorded Pegasus (Parapegasus) natans (Linnaeus) from the
Pearl Banks of Ceylon; and Munro (1955) recorded Pegasus (Parapegasus) volans
(Linnaeus) and Pegasus draconis Linnaeus from Ceylon. According to Herre (1953)
Pegasus (Parapegasus) natans (Linnaeus) and Pegasus (Parapegasus) volans (Linnaeus) are
synonymous with Pegasus volitans Linnaeus. Smith (1965) recognised onlyPegasu.;'
draconicus Linnaeus and Pegasus natans Linnaeus based on the number of rings, under
the family Pegasidae. The family Pegasidae is Indo-Pacific in its distribution, extending
from East Africa to Japan and Australia.

Pegasus volitans Linnaeus was reported from Indian waters by Jones and Pantulu
(1958), Krishnamurthy (1961), Jayadev Babu (1966) and Venkateswarlu (1976), but
there is no recorded of Pegasus draconis Linnaeus from Indian waters after Day (1889)



56

T. Venkateswarlu, George Verghese

Pegasus draconis L. from Lakshadweep
Photograph 1. dorsal view
Photograph 2. ventral view
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who based his description on a single specimen procured from Port Blair, Andamans. So
this is a valuable record of a fully grown specimen from Lakshadweep Islands.

A single adult specimen of Pegasus draconis Linnaeus was obtained on 28.2.1978 from
a catch of a drag net dragged within a distance of about 200 meters from the shore of
Kavaretti Island, the capitol of Lakshadweep, near the Fisheries Jetty. Subsequent
dragnet catches from the same locality during next three days yielded no more specimens
of this fish. This fish is believed to inhabit rocky zones of the shallow inshore waters, and
the shore of Kavaretti is rocky with plenty of corals.

The present specimen measures 70 mm in total length. The upper surface is reticulated
with brown and lower surface is paler. The pectoral fine have brown dots and white
margin.

The specimen was deposited in the collections of the Southern Regional Station,
Zoological Survey of India, Madras with Reg. No. F. 377.
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WYSTEPOWANIE PEGAZA PEGASUS DRACONIS L. (PEGASIFORMES'
PEGASIDAE) W ARCHIPELAGU LEKADIWY (INDIE)

Streszczenie

Dotychczas z terenu Indii znany byt jeden przypadek znalezienia pegaza z gatunku Pegasus
draconis L. z Archipelagu Adamans (okolice Port Blair) podany na podstawie znalezienia jednego
okazu przez Day’a (1889).

Obecnie autorzy opisujg przypadek znalezienia tego gatunku w Archipelagu Lekadiwy z wyspy
Kavaretti w poblizu Fisheries Jeity. Réwniez tylko jednego okazu.

T. Benkarecsapny, I'. Baprxece

OBHAPYXEHUE NETACA PEGASUS DRACONIS L. ( PEGASIFORMES: PEGASIDAE)
B PAIOHE APXWNEJNATA JNEKAZMBH (MHINMA)

Pesnue

Do cux mop Ha Teppuropuu MHZMM OHI M3BECTEH TONBKO OAMH CIyuyajt OGHApY-
HEHWUA Meraca W3 Buia Pegasus draconis L. B apxunenare Azamanc (B palione
llopr Bavep). O HeM M3BECTHO HA OCHOBAHMM cooOmenus Jeita (Day, 1889). As-
TOpH ONMUCHBAKT Clyuail OGHADYXEHMA 3TOTO BUAA B pailOHe apxumenara Jexagu-
Bb Ha 0CTpOBE HaBapeTTn NMo GNM30CTH Fisheries Jetty. Hamau Toxe eamHuy—
Hu{l 2K3eMNIAp.
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